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New aircraft lands 
in Dawson Creek

Staff and students pose with the new aircraft after receiving it at the NLC hangar on the Dawson Creek Campus.

A gift was delivered by air, as the 
Aircraft Maintenance Engineering 
(AME) program at Northern Lights 
College received a new donation to its 
impressive fleet of aircraft.

“This is our first wooden aircraft,” 

said Hal Hobenshield, AME Program 
Chair. “It is also our first aircraft with 
fabric coverings; our first homebuilt 
aircraft, and our first low-wing, single-
engine aircraft.”

All these first-time components mean 

was held across the College Region 
at Dawson Creek, Fort Nelson and 
Fort St. John campuses as the school 
year came to a close. 

May all of our graduating students 
find happiness as you move forward 
in your lives!

Congratu lat ions!

 Val Keeler

Northern Lights College bid a fond 
farewell to several retiring employees 
this summer.

In Fort Nelson, Val Keeler retired 
after approximately 19 years with 
NLC. Keeler was a Career and College 
Preparation (CCP) instructor, where she 
made tremendous contributions to the 
campus and the community.

“A dedicated educator and mentor, 
Val epitomizes the very best of the CCP 
ethos,” said Steve Roe, Dean of Academic 
and Vocational Programs, in an email to 
announce Keeler’s retirement.

She has been a Northeast Board Mem-
ber for Literacy BC from 2004 to 2009, 
acquired funding that led to the creation 
of the Fort Nelson Community Literacy 
Society and spearheaded CALP grants to 
provide adult and family literacy services 
in Fort Nelson.

In recognition of her outstanding ser-
vice, Keeler has recently been nominated 
for the Federation of BC Literacy Award.

In Dawson Creek, two instructors also 
retired.

Duane Mitchell, Wind Turbine 
Maintenance Technician instructor, 

wrapped things up by the end of June.
“Duane was instrumental in creating 

and instructing portions of the Wind Tur-
bine program,” said Rene Tremblay, for-
mer Dean of Trades and Apprenticeships. 
“His commitment to NLC and dedication 
to students is commendable.”

Bill (William) Smith, Welding 
instructor, also bid farewell to the 
College. Smith had taught Welding at 
the Fort Nelson, Dease Lake, Chetwynd 
and Dawson Creek Campuses. During 
his retirement party, many stories were 
enjoyed with much laughter.

The College also said goodbye to 
Rene Tremblay, who retired as the Dean 
of Trades and Apprenticeships. 

“Although I am excited to enter a 
new phase in my life with retirement, I 
find it difficult to say goodbye…” said 
Tremblay. “I have been fortunate to work 
with so many talented individuals and 
I leave knowing the future looks bright 
for the College with great leadership and 
dedicated staff who have the students’ 
best interest in mind.”

We wish everyone all the best in your 
retirement!

that students in the program are going to 
get hands-on experience with this type of 
aircraft.

“This will be used in the M program 
as a teaching aid, it will help the students 
have an understanding of wooden 
structures, and give them a glimpse into 
what the homebuilt category of aircraft 
looks like,” explained Hobenshield.

The projects that students will get to 
perform on the aircraft will vary, and 
include compass swings, landing gear 
inspections, towing, taxiing and weight 
balance.

The Cavalier SA 102.5 aircraft was 
donated by Allen Sandstrom, from 
Leduc, Alberta, and flown to the Dawson 
Creek Airport before it was brought to 
the campus.

For more information on the AME 
program, contact a Student Recruiter at 
studentrecruiter@nlc.bc.ca

Fond farewells
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